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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Title 



Timothy J. Broshnihan et aL Art Unit : 2814 

09/342,348 Examiner : Anh T.Mai 

June 29. 1999 ^ _ 

METHOD OF FABRICATING A MICROFABRICATED HIGH ASPECT RATIO 

DEVICE WITH ELECTRICAL ISOLATION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO N OT TrF OF INCOM PT.FTE RESPONSE S |ll^|o5 
In the telephone conference of August 1 1, 2003, the Examiner indicated that the Reply 
filed on May 7, 2003 was incomplete for failing to include a signature at the end of the 
document. Without agreeing that Reply was incomplete. Applicant respectfully submits a 
substitute page with signature. 

Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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substrate 1 02. Col. 5, lines 26-29. In another step, the polysilicon 122 filling the trenches 120 
on each side of the central silicon region is removed, and the buried oxide layer is etched to 
define movable electrode 142 and fixed electrode 144 (see col. 6, Ins. 45-48; col. 6, In. 59 to col. 
7, In. 5). 

The resultant structure, as shown in Fig. 10 of Bashir, provides that elements 142 and 144 
are actually one in the same element. (The same unbroken polygon with the same shading.) 
Thus, these elements are electrically connected to each other. 

Hunter does not provide what Bashir lacks. Hunter discloses forming a sidewall oxide on 
the sidewalls of a trench (see col. 2, Ins. 4849). However, Hunter does not disclose using the 
isolation trench to electrically isolate elements of a rnicrostructure from each other. 

Since neither Bashir nor Hunter discloses using the first trench to electrically isolate 
elements of a microstmcture from each other, the combination of the Bashir and Hunter cannot 

render claim 1 obvious. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that all the claims are now in condition for 
allowance. Accoixlingly, allowance of the claims at the earliest possible date is requested. 

If prosecution of this application can be assisted by telephone, the Examiner is requested 
to call Applicant's undersigned attorney at (650) 839-5070. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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